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17 October 2008 

 

Dear Neighbours, 

 

I am writing to you as part of a group of local residents who are working to bring improvements 

to our area of Marylebone.  There has been much talk about the ‘greening’ of Marylebone over 

the last year and I hope that you will join us in ensuring that this local initiative can be put in 

place in the next year. 

 

Westminster Council has been actively planting trees throughout the local wards and you may 

have noticed the successful addition of trees in our neighbourhood.  Residents have frequently 

commented that trees have a calming effect on areas suffering from an increasingly intensive 

use.  Trees have been successfully planted in the Hallam Street cul-de-sac and in parts of Gt. 

Portland Street.  We hope to complete the project by running trees up Hallam Street and by 

filling the gaps in the tree line present on Gt. Portland Street (please see attached drawing). 

 

This effort is now supported by Westminster and the Westminster Tree Trust (see attached).  

What remains to be done is a demonstration of commitment by the local business and 

residential community.  We hope to enlist your support by signing a petition in favour of this 

initiative and pledging a contribution to demonstrate our collective commitment to this 

endeavour. 

 

May I encourage you to support us by  

 

 1]  pledging a contribution to the fund on the attached form and/or 

 2]  signing a petition confirming support for the initiative on the attached form  

 3]  returning the completed forms to the porter at 1 Weymouth Street, W1W 6DA 

or reply by e-mail to w1w.trees@hotmail.co.uk 

4] circulating copies of this letter to other interested parties 

 copies are available upon request from w1w.trees@hotmail.co.uk 

 

We are planning a short meeting to launch the project in the coming weeks.  Please let us know 

if you would like to attend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mark Gazaleh 



Suggested street tree locations 
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05 September 2008 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mark 

  

As we discussed on the telephone yesterday, it has been suggested by Westminster City Council Tree 

Section that Westminster Tree Trust, a registered charity run by volunteers, might be interested in taking 

on a tree planting project in Hallam Street, where there is potential for approximately 30 trees, chanticleer 

pear trees probably being the most suitable species. The Trust has looked at the site with Paul Akers, the 

City Council Arboricultural Manager. 

  

The Trust proposes that it should commission the project with the City Council Tree Section, and the works 

to be completed under the supervision of Paul Akers. We are suggesting also that the cost could be borne in 

partnership between the several parties involved, viz. local residents/residents' associations and possibly 

businesses and freeholders (whom you said might be interested), as well as both Westminster City Council 

and the Trust itself. The cost per tree is £300, including trial hole, supply/planting of tree, staking, 

maintenance, and replacement in the event of damage/failure.   A plaque denoting the sponsors, if required, 

would cost approximately £200, depending on size. 

  

If any further information is required, do not hesitate to contact me.  I would be delighted to meet any 

members of the local community on site. 

  

Should there also be interest from Great Portland Street, the Trust would be willing to investigate. 

  

I am sure that a Hallam Street tree planting project would make a striking environmental impact, in terms 

of greening and bird life, as well as engendering community spirit. The Trust has recently been involved 

in a project (15 trees) at Boston Place, London NW1, in partnership with both the local community and 

Westminster City Council, and a donation also from the St. Marylebone Society - you might wish to look at 

the trees (chanticleer pear trees) which have been planted there. 

  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

  

With kind regards 

  

Julian 

  

Julian Maslinski 

Chairman 

Westminster Tree Trust 

 

Telephone: 020 7828 2161 


